
Read Chapters 1 & 2

Did You Know?Did You Know?
 World War Two (WW2) lasted six years and cost the lives of over 50 million people.
 The war began in the early morning of 1 September 1939 when the German army invaded Poland. Britain and 

France, who were allies of Poland, declared war on Germany. 
 The Republic of Ireland, Switzerland, Sweden, Spain, Portugal and The Vatican claimed neutrality. Northern 

Ireland, as part of the UK, stood with the Allies. Italy and Japan sided with the Germans.
 Around 250,000 pigeons were used as message carriers by the Allies during the war. 

Map of Europe 1939 - Write the names of any countries you know. Colour the neutral countries green.
Colour Germany and its other European ally red. Colour Britain and its ally blue. Colour the country 
that was invaded on 1 September 1939 orange.

Bird Watch - Do you watch birds? Do you have a favourite bird? Or a pet bird? Do you know anyone 
who has kept pigeons, or has ever raced them? Write all about it here.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
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Read Chapters 3 & 4
Did You Know?Did You Know?
 Racing pigeons, as well as the ordinary pigeons you see on city streets,

are descended from the Rock Pigeon which is found in the wild in
Ireland and around the Mediterranean. 

 A pigeon almost always lays two eggs. Both male and female pigeons
produce pigeon ‘milk’ to feed their young. This is very unusual in the
bird world.

 After the invasion of Poland, Europe fell quiet in the winter of 1939-40.
This period was called the ‘phoney war.’ It ended abruptly in April 1940
when Germany invaded Norway and Denmark. A month later, on 10
May, German forces overran Belgium and Holland 

 Rock Pigeon                

Your Racing Pigeon
A baby pigeon is called a ‘squeaker’ because of its strange cry. You have been given a present of a one-
month-old squeaker. Make up a name for the bird and write about how you look after it and train it.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Pigeon Sketch - Draw a Rock Pigeon and colour it in. Or, sketch any pigeon you like!
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Read Chapters 5 & 6 
Did You Know?Did You Know?
 On 13 May 1940 – just three days after the invasion of Belgium and Holland – the Germans attacked France. 

The French army quickly collapsed, while the British forces in France made a fighting retreat to the port of 
Dunkirk. With the help of every kind of ship and boat, over 300,000 troops were ferried back to England.

 German warfare tactics were known as Blitzkrieg meaning ‘lightning war’. It involved a surprise attack using 
tanks and aircraft – the planes flying ahead to attack airfields, railroads and bridges; the tanks moving swiftly 
to overrun the enemy defences on the ground.

Mr. Hughes
Where does he live? Is he married or single?  What does he do? What kind of person is he? Write all you 
know about him.

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

WW2 Leaders
Unscramble the letters to discover the names of these leaders and their countries (in brackets) 

           ELTHIR (YMREGNA)              LHRCILUCH (INIATBR)     H H I R I T O O  ( N A A J P )
            ………………………  ………………………      ………………………
            ………………………  ………………………      ………………………
              OOESRVLET (TDEUNI  SATTSE)      S S M U O L N I I  ( Y L A I T )    L N T S A I  ( S A R S I U )

            ………………………  ………………………       ………………………
         ………………………           ………………………              ………………………

Northern Ireland - How many counties are there in Northern Ireland? Can you name them?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Read Chapters 7 & 8
Did You know?Did You know?
 Most scientists think that pigeons navigate by orienting themselves to the electro-magnetic rays of the Earth – 
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like flying magnets!  However, recent UK studies suggest that pigeons also use the position of the sun to find 
their way, and even follow major roads.
 The Battle of Britain began in August 1940 as the German airforce (called the Luftwaffe) attacked cities in 
England continuously for three months. But the brave fighter squadrons of the RAF (Royal Air Force) managed 
to beat back the Luftwaffe.
 In the ‘Belfast Blitz’ of April and May 1941, over 1,000 people were killed and thousands of homes were damaged.

Over 30 people were killed in Dublin when German bombers attacked the city on 31 May 1941.
 In June that year, Germany invaded Russia with a force of three million troops and  3,000 aircraft.

Noah’s Ark
One of the earliest examples of the use of a pigeon/dove as a messenger is found in the
story of Noah’s Ark from the Bible. If you know this story and why the dove was
used, write about it here and draw a sketch.

…………………………………………………………………………………………….……………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………….……………….

…………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………….

Class Debate
Some countries were neutral in WW2. Do you think that was right or wrong? Can you think of three 
reasons to support your view? Jot them down here and then discuss them in class.

1. ………………………………………………………………………………………..……………….

     …………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

2.  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………….………………

3.  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………….………………

     

Read Chapters
9 & 10

Did You Know?Did You Know?
 Racing pigeons can fly at speeds of up to a mile a minute, and can happily fly hundreds

of miles. When crossing the sea, they have been known to hitch lifts on passing boats.
One pigeon called Billy travelled 3,500 miles from Brittany in Northern France to New
York, instead of returning to his home near Liverpool. He crossed the Atlantic on a
luxury cruise ship called the QE2!

 In the summer of 1941, the Germans advanced swiftly towards Moscow at first. When
the fierce Russian winter arrived, the campaign ground to a halt.
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 On 7 December 1941, Japanese aircraft launched a surprise attack on the American naval base at Pearl Harbour, 
Hawaii. The US declared war on Japan the next day.  Germany and Italy, both allies of Japan, quickly declared war 
on the US.

S.O.S. (Save Our Souls)
Imagine you are a soldier in WW2. Your ship has just been struck by a German
torpedo, and it’s your job to release a pigeon with an S.O.S. (S.O.S means ‘Save
Our Souls’). Write your story here, and don’t forget to include the message that you
write.

……………………………………………………………………………………………..……………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………..……………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………..……………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………..……………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………..……………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………..……………….

Birdsearch - The names of 21 types of bird are hidden here. Can you find them?

A M L H J K Y D U D H A W K R O
L A A C A G J P S E S T O R K N
V G J L P R S O E A T L C X R D
J P S U L C R O W V A H U Z C L
F I D R H A B I O M R E R K N C
G E A Z P O R G E J L D L U E T
M P Q Z E O L D N R I G E K S V
O B Z W E P I G E O N K W P T H
A L D C Q U R O A W G D E G Z C
S A R B J F O L G K M D U R T Z
P T D I R F J D L J E C E L V D
A B J P E I B C E K L S A N O F
R R O B I N A R C E J M T D P S
R S M J Z W D E A R T P S R N B
O E N Z W Y T S E N Z E P T E J
W A G T A I L T U X O L Q C K L
C E T D A F O I E Y R I B I S T
D L Y P B U L L F I N C H N A R
B J A C K D A W L D O A E S S N
D R A B M I L A L C A N W R E N

Read Chapters 11 & 12
Did You Know?Did You Know?
 In October 1943, a Catalina flying boat ran out of fuel and ditched into the freezing sea near Scotland. There 
were ten men on board. A white hen pigeon called ‘White Vision’ was their only hope of rescue, as the radio 
was broken. White Vision battled through wind and fog to deliver a message with the plane’s exact position. 
The crew was rescued, thanks to this tiny bird.
 In June 1942, a large Japanese fleet attacked the island of Midway. Planes from US aircraft carriers counterattacked

and routed the enemy.  This battle was to prove a decisive turning point of the war in the Pacific.
 In August 1942 the German army laid siege to the Russian city of Stalingrad. The city was reduced to rubble but 

the Russians held out. Finally, the Russians counterattacked, and managed to encircle the German forces. From 
now on, the Germans would be on the retreat in Russia.
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PIGEON  
EAGLE 
WREN 
HAWK
THRUSH 
MALLARD
KESTREL 
CROW 
STARLING  
JACKDAW 
WAGTAIL   
ROBIN 
MAGPIE  
GOLDCREST  
IBIS  
PELICAN 
PUFFIN 
CURLEW
HARRIER 
BULLFINCH 
STORK



Summary
Write what has happened in Paddy the Pigeon so far.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Sketch the Battleship – Use the grid to help you.
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Read Chapters 13 & 14
Did You know?Did You know?
 Pigeons have been used as message-carriers for thousands of years. In the Ancient World, the first marathon 

runner called Taurosthenes was competing in the Olympic Games. He brought a hen pigeon with him. After 
winning his race, he released the bird with a piece of his winning ribbon around her neck. She returned swiftly 
to his village bearing the news to his friends and neighbours. 

 In September 1943 Allied forces invaded Italy, having overcome the German and Italian armies in North Africa.
 The Allied leaders, Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin met in Iran in November 1943. The Americans and British 

promised to invade western Europe in 1944. The code name for the plan was Overlord.

Describing Birds
Words that describe nouns are called adjectives. For example, the noun ‘soldier’ could be described by 
the adjectives ‘brave’, ‘cowardly’, ‘young’,  ‘Russian’, and so on. Write down the adjectives that you 
think best describe the following birds.

Pigeon  …………………………………………………………….

Eagle  ………………………………………………………………

Swallow  …………………………………………………………..

Blackbird  ………………………………………………………….

Ostrich  ……………………………………………………………

Cities and Countries
Match the following cities with their countries: 
Berlin, Moscow, Washington, Rome, Warsaw, Paris, London, Stockholm, Brussels, Amsterdam, Tokyo, 
Oslo.

NORWAY ………………. BRITAIN ………………………. GERMANY  ……………….

RUSSIA  ………………… UNITED STATES  …………….. BELGIUM  ………………...

ITALY  ………………….. FRANCE  ………………………. HOLLAND  ………………..

JAPAN  …………………. SWEDEN  ………………………. POLAND   ………………….         

Predictions
What do you think will happen next in the story?

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

    

……………………………………………………………………………………………

  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Read Chapters 15 & 16
Did You Know?Did You Know?
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 In the First World War (1914-1918) pigeons were kept in mobile lofts behind the trenches by rival armies, and had 
to fly through gun fire and poison gas to deliver their messages.

 During WW1 and WW2, thousands of pigeons were dropped out of planes behind German lines, each attached to a 
parachute with a little packet of corn. Sympathetic civilians who found the birds used them to send back secret 
reports on the enemy.

 Dogs also played a very important job in WW2, sniffing through the ruins of bombed buildings to find the people 
trapped inside.

Class Debate
Is it right to use animals in warfare? 
What do you think? Jot down some of your ideas here and discuss them in class.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

‘Animals in War’ – Draw and colour a sketch on this subject in the box below.
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Read Chapters 17 & 18
Did You Know?Did You Know?
 The Allies used 5,000 ships to carry its invasion army to Normandy, France on 6 June 1944: D-Day. A further 

5,000 landing craft were then employed to move the troops from the convoy to the beaches.
 The Allied landing on Utah beach was swift and successful. But the attack at Omaha beach almost failed on 
the first day.  The dunes and hills overlooking the beach were heavily defended and the American troops came 
under fierce crossfire, suffering thousands of casualties. 

Reader’s Report
What do you think of this story up to now? Do you like it? What is your favourite part of the story? 
Write a report on the story so far.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

WW2 Wordsearch
These 20 words are hidden below. Can you find them?

D S O P D U N K I R K L D R N U
A N D U B L I T Z K R I E G V Z
L D C Z P E D A N P L J R S O A
B S H N N O R M A N D Y Y S X Z
V C U E D J A L U F T W A F F E
R D R A E L F M I D W A Y J D A
P O C X C L A J S N T W U P V Y
P W H O V E R L O R D H J O N T
E G I L D A T U P S D Y S L D O
A O L H J O L H V Z A A C A N K
R S L W R M G N D T Y O D N A Y
L K C G Z Y U T A H I P T D S O
H I N L Y W K S R D I A P W Z E
A B C F G I N L S D T T S J K O
R O O S E V E L T O Z A L K C L
B C M N P Q C Z A W L X C E J D
O L N A C R K X L W A I B N R Y
U P Z O H L D Q I J A Z N X P U
R N D J K A U L N Y R H T I V Y
S T A L I N G R A D S U G L R T

Read Chapters 19 & 20
Did You Know?Did You Know?
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OVERLORD 
HITLER 
NORMANDY  
CHURCHILL  
ROOSEVELT  
OMAHA  
MUSSOLINI  
BERLIN  
DDAY     
TOKYO  
MIDWAY 
STALINGRAD  
POLAND  
PEARL HARBOUR
LUFTWAFFE  
STALIN   
DUNKIRK  
UTAH 
BLITZKRIEG RAF



 800 years ago, Iraq, Syria and Egypt were linked by an extensive pigeon postal service. A special lightweight
paper was used for writing the messages.
 ‘Gustav’ was the first pigeon to arrive back from Normandy with reports of the D-Day Landings. He carried
a message written by a journalist from the Reuters news agency, and flew 150 miles in just over five hours, 
despite strong winds and thick cloud.

Howard’s Letter
After landing safely on Omaha beach, Howard decides to
write another letter home. Write his letter here.

………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

The Homing Instinct
Pigeons are not the only animals that can find their way home over long distances. List any others you 
know and write about any one of them.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Army Rank
Can you put the following soldiers in the correct order according to rank?
Sergeant, Lieutenant, Major, Corporal, General, Private, Major-General, Colonel, Captain.  
Clue: Start with Private and finish with General.     (answer on next activity sheet)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Read Chapters 21 & 22
Did You Know?Did You Know?
 On 10 June - four days after D-Day -  Russian forces attacked Finland (an ally of Germany) and went on 
to drive the Germans out of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia.
 Soldiers are ranked in the army as follows: Private, Corporal, Sergeant, Lieutenant, Captain, Major, Colonel,  

Major-General, General.
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‘I am Yvette’
Imagine that you are the girl named Yvette from the town of Isigny in France. Write all about yourself, telling
what it was like to live during WW2, first seeing your town captured by the Germans in 1940 
and then seeing it liberated by the Allies four years later. Draw a picture here to illustrate your story.

……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

France - Do you know any French words and what they mean? Give any further information you have on 
the country. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..      
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Read Chapters 23 & 24
Did You Know?Did You Know?
 From D-Day onwards, with the Americans and British attacking from the west, and the Russians closing in from 

the east, the Germans were gradually pushed back all the way to Berlin.  On 7 May 1945, Germany surrendered.
 When Germany fell, the horrors of its concentration camps were revealed. It is estimated that at least six million 

Jews had been put to death in these camps during the war. This has become known as the Holocaust.

Predictions
What to you think will happen next in the book?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Behind Enemy Lines
It’s June 1944, and you have dropped by parachute at night behind the German lines in France. Your mission 
is to spy on the heavily defended town of Cherbourg, and you’ve brought a pigeon to send back your 
message. Tell what happens.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Colour the Flags     

France United States
Japan   
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Read Chapters 25, 26 & 27
Did You Know?Did You Know?
 The Dickin Medal awards were started by Maria Dickin, a kind English lady who loved

animals. She also set up a charity for sick animals. The Dickin Medal is the animal
equivalent of the Victoria Cross and is awarded for bravery in war time service. Since its
launch in 1943, 32 pigeons have been awarded Dickin Medals.

Paddy the Pigeon, War Hero
Write what you think happened to Paddy when he 
returned to Mr. Hughes after the war. Illustrate your 
story with a sketch.

……………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………

WW2 Quiz
1.What happened on 1 September 1939? ……………………………………………………………

2.Who was the leader of Germany in WW2? ……………………………………………………….

3.What is the meaning of  ‘Blitzkrieg’? ……………………………………………………………..

4.Name three neutral countries in WW2  

………………………………………………………………………

5.Who was Mussolini?  …………………………………………………………………………….……………

6.What happened at Dunkirk in France on May 1940?  ………………………………………………………...

7.What was the ‘Luftwaffe’? ……………………………………………………………………………………

8. What was the name of British Prime Minister in WW2?  ……………………………………………………

9. What happened at Pearl Harbour, 7 December 1941? ……………………………………………………….

10.What was the code name for the Allied invasion of Normandy? ……………………………………………

11.What date was D-Day? ………………………………………………………………………………………

12.Who launched the Dickin Medal? …………………………………………………………………………...

Paddy The Pigeon - The Storyboard
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Tell the story of Paddy the Pigeon by illustrating six important events in his life and writing a caption or 
sentence on each underneath on the dotted lines.
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…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………

…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………

…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………

…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………

…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………

…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………



BOOK REVIEW
Title ……………………………             Author  ………………………………

Illustrator  ……………………….           Publisher  ……………………………

Number of pages  …………………       First published in the year  ………….

Summary of the story

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

The animal characters were ………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

My favourite animal character was ………………………..because………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

The human characters were ………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

My favourite human character was …………………………because……………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

The best part of this story was…………………………………………………………….………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Overall, what I think of this story:………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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My Name ……………………… Age ……..…

Class………………….. School …………………………...
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